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SOUTH WAIRARAPA DISTRICT COUNCIL 

SUBMISSION TO ANNUAL PLAN 2017 - 2018  
 

To:  The Mayor and Councillors, South Wairarapa District Council 

From:  Featherston Community Board  

Date:  12 May 2017 

As the Chair of the Featherston Community Board I would like to speak to our submission 

Featherston – the gateway to the Wairarapa.  A vibrant and well connected community with 
heart and soul.  
 
Wastewater 

● FCB feel that there is insufficent information to be able to support this. 
● FCB would like to see cost and analysis of options that have been dismissed to be able 

to appreciate the proposed Featherston wastewater plan. 
 

Dog Pound at Featherston 

● As this benefits the whole of the  South Wairarapa district (being the only dog pound 
for all three towns) FCB would like to ask that the council provide full consultation 
with the South Wairarapa District. 

 

Swimming Pools 

● FCB strongly support providing free swimming in the three SWDC owned pools. 
● FCB would like SWDC to consider advertising at the pools to help offset costs. 

 

Roading 
● FCB strongly agree with deferring some Roading rehabilitation for one year and 

redirecting funds to new footpaths, footpath maintenance and road crossing.  
● FCB would like to recommend that this be a one off occurrence and not become a 

normalised event. 
● FCB would like to work alongside with SWDC on identifying and prioritising footpaths 

within the Featherston Ward. 
 

Featherston Amenities 

● FCB would like to work alongside with SWDC to assist in setting priorities for 
Featherston amenities. 

 
Featherston Growth 

● FCB would like to work alongside with SWDC to proactively identify and plan for 
Featherston’s growth in business, community and our environment. 
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The Wairarapa Arts Festival Trust, PO Box 18, Carterton 5743, Wairarapa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17 May 2017 
 
H.W. Viv Napier 
South Wairarapa District Council 
PO Box 6 
Martinborough, 5741 
 
 
 
Dear Viv, 
 
The Wairarapa Arts Festival would like to make a submission for the South 
Wairarapa District Council’s long term plan for annual funding of $15,000 
toward the inaugural Kokomai Creative Festival, Wairarapa being held this 
year from the 13-22 October. The official programme launch is set for 31 
August 2017. 
 
We have received fantastic feed back about the 2015 event and are now 
lining up a number of exciting events for the 2017 programme. 
  
The events we are working on bringing or presenting in the South Wairarapa 
District are: 
 
Martinborough/Pirinoa 
 
The Pirinoa Community will host an Australian production called ‘The Ballad 
of back Bone Jo’ a Black comedy/music show which will be highly 
entertaining. 
 
Martinborugh’s Village Café will host two music shows, including one 
international show. 
 
Circus Cinema  will screen powerful cultural films with talks. 
 
 Ventana will be partnering with Kokomai, producing music and visual art 
events in Martinborough. We are looking at holding a couple of the creative 
workshops in Martinborough. 
 
I am working on bringing an interactive lego type building activity called 
BLOOM to the Martinborough town square, as the free community event.  
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The Wairarapa Arts Festival Trust, PO Box 18, Carterton 5743, Wairarapa 

 
Featherston will host 3 shows at the Anzac Hall, one being the classical group 
NZ Trio’s debut in the Wairarapa and a local sculpture exhibition at the 
Dandelion Gallery. 
 
Greytown: Footnote Dance Company will perform at the Kuranui College 
auditorium along with a primary school show called ‘Dirt and other Delicious 
Ingredients’.  
 
We have the highly acclaimed NZ production, based on the actor’s true 
events called ‘Shot Bro’. This show tackles depression and suicide head on 
and will be performed in Greytown or Featherston. This is a show that that we 
would like to offer entry as Koha to. 
 
We are hoping to have a show performed at the White Swan and are working 
on an exhibition for the Town Hall. 
 
We will be having a schools programme with activities offered in schools as 
well as part of other Festival events. 
 
The Trustees request an opportunity to present a submission to the South 
Wairarapa District Council in support of the application for annual funding of 
$15,000. 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Heidi Holbrook 
Festival Director 
Kokomai Creative Festival 
 
 
 
 
 

 



AIRARAPA EALTHY	 OMES 

 
SUBMISSION TO 

SOUTH WAIRARAPA DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

18th May 2017 
 
Funding Request 
 

The South Wairarapa District Council is invited to continue to provide support for the 
Wairarapa Healthy Homes (WHH) project in the 2017/18 financial year with a grant 
of $10,000.  
 
Project History 
 

The WHH project involves the installation of energy efficiency retrofit measures into 
targeted Wairarapa homes. By making the homes of the sick, young and elderly in 
our community, warmer and drier we are seeking to improve the health outcomes 
and quality of life of those vulnerable people in our community. The community 
funding has been leveraged with the Energy Efficiency & Conservation Authority 
(EECA’s) various schemes to deliver the retrofit measures. 
 
The EECA funding has been dependent on local communities contributing third party 
funding. The WHH project group has coordinated that community funding and it’s 
governing committee is made up of representatives the three Councils, the Wairarapa 
DHB, WINZ and Trust House and has been chaired by former Masterton Mayor and 
former DHB Chair Mr Bob Francis. 
 
The WHH project was set up in 2004 as a result of a common desire of a number of 
local organisations to improve the health and economic position of Wairarapa 
residents. Over the years the targeted EECA scheme subsidy has varied from 40% 
to 60%. Since 2016 the EECA subsidy is down to 25%, so now some homeowner 
contribution is required. 
 
Energy efficiency retrofits involve installing measures such as insulation (ceiling & 
under-floor), weather proofing and hot water cylinder wraps into homes to make them 
warmer, drier, healthier and less costly to heat.  The scheme has targeted the homes 
of people most in need and has utilised referrals from social agencies – ie individuals 
and families who will receive the most benefit. The local community funding aspect 
is essential in assisting those families who are less able to afford the measures.   
  
There is strong research to show the relationship between poorly insulated houses 
and illness, lost productivity, lost education opportunities and health system costs. 
After houses are insulated, they are warmer and drier and there is a significant 
improvement in the health of the occupants.   People reported taking fewer sick days 
off work and school, and having fewer GP and hospital visits.  Hospital admissions 
for respiratory conditions also decreased. 
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The community funding is held and co-ordinated by Masterton District Council.   Terra 
Lana are an insulation manufacturing company based in Christchurch and they own 
Energy Smart who have a Wairarapa branch and undertake the retrofit work. Terra 
Lana have, in recent years, bid on and won the contracts with EECA to deliver the 
retrofit work. 
 
Financial Report 
 

A financial report on the costs and income which have gone through the WHH project 
over recent years is shown on the attached page. It is noted that SWDC has 
contributed $144,000 of the $1,580,000 community funding over the last 13 years 
and 2,532 Wairarapa homes have received the benefit of the WHH subsidy over that 
period. A table below shows how many homes have been completed in the SWDC 
region over the last five years.  
 
Up until June 2016 the combined EECA / WHH funding was focused on minimizing 
or eliminating the cost of the retrofit work for the home owners that qualified for the 
work.  Since 2012, Terra Lana has also provided a manufacturer’s subsidy to enable 
zero costs to the home owners.  EECA has also provided subsidies for work outside 
the WHH-targeted homes.  
 
 
2016-18 Project 
 

The latest EECA programme has been structured to fund landlord/tenanted  
properties. Their subsidy rate has dropped to 25%, so landlords will have to make a 
large contribution to the work on their properties. Energy Smart has been awarded a 
significant contract for two years of work that they will deliver in various regions 
around New Zealand, but their contract relies on 3rd party community funding being 
applied also.   
 
The WHH steering group wish to ensure the owner-occupier homes that qualify 
based on needs, are not left out of the current EECA-funded programme.  
 
To that end, a two-tier combined programme has been submitted to EECA and 
approved. This will see work done on owner-occupier homes funded as follows: 
- WHH subsidy of 45%  
- Terra Lana subsidy of 25%  
- home-owner will be required to pay 30%.  

 
The second part of the project – landlord-owned - will be funded as follows: 
- EECA funding of 25% 
- landlord funding of 50% 
- Terra Lana subsidy of 25%.     

 
Overall we are targeting 242 homes in the Wairarapa over the 1 Oct 2016 to 30 June 
2018 period, with ceiling insulation only and based on an average cost of just under 
$2,600 per home (incl GST). See breakdown in table below. 
 
Progress on completing homes since October 2016 has been slow due to delays in 
EECA confirming the nature of their subsidy, the change in funding where 
homeowners are now required to contribute 30% has reduced demand and the 
capacity of the Wairarapa branch of Energy Smart has been reduced through the 
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summer months. In the period to 30 April only 4 homes have had WHH subsidised 
work done, 2 of those have been in SWDC area (Greytown).   
 
Energy Smart is committed to improving the public awareness of the availability of 
the scheme, particularly through health providers. The WHH committee believe there 
remains a large number of poorly insulated homes in the Wairarapa that will benefit 
from this scheme.  
 
Summary 
 

WHH’s provider Terra Lana, has secured a contract with EECA to deliver retrofit 
insulation in the Wairarapa in 2017-18. EECA requires community funding to be 
contributed as part of that contract. The WHH project is targeting 242 homes and 
looking to apply $100,000 (incl GST) of community funding to achieve that number 
of homes. 
 
The SWDC is being asked to contribute $10,000 (+GST) to the WHH programme for 
2017-18.  
 
We appreciate the support of the SWDC contributing to this very successful 
community project over the last thirteen years. 
 
 
 

          
 
 

Mr R. C. (Bob) Francis  
Chairman of Wairarapa Healthy Homes Steering Group 
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Wairarapa Healthy Homes
Retrofit Insulation Project in SWDC Area

2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16
2016/17 
(YTD)

Homes completed in SWDC area 42 51 64 34 2

Homes completed in Wairarapa 188 244 300 205 4

WHH Subsidy applied (average 
per home) 531$          347$          221$          499$          913$          

Grant ex SWDC 12,000$     12,000$     12,000$     12,000$     -$           

Value of Subsidy applied in 
SWDC area 22,302$     17,697$     14,144$     16,966$     1,826$       

Net Gain to SWDC ratepayers 10,302$     5,697$       2,144$       4,966$       1,826$       

2016/18 Programme & Budget 

Terra Lana bid to EECA (1st Aug 2016) excl GST
   (116 landlord homes, 126 owner homes, ceiling only)
Programme Costs $541,000
   funded by:

ECCA subsidy (landlords) 87,000        
Landlords' contributions 174,000      
Homeowners' contributions 58,000        
TerraLana manufacturer's subsidy 135,000      
WHH subsidy to owner homes (CSC & health needs) 88,500        

542,500$    

WHH Expected Funding
Wairarapa DHB 20,000        
Trust House Charitable Trust 15,000        
Masterton DC 36,000        
Sth Wairarapa DC 10,000        
Carterton DC 12,000        
Carried forward from 2015/16 4,464-          

88,536$      
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Wairarapa Healthy Homes Project - Financial Report
     12 Months to 30 June 2016

The figures reported below relate to the financial transactions that WHH has funded. Not included are any 
homes where an EECA subsidy or Terra Lana sudsidy has been applied with no WHH subsidy.

Average

Costs No. 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 per Home

Retrofit Measures
    2004 - 2010/11 1,488    
    2012/13 188       837,048     4,452          
    2013/14 244       768,686    3,150          
    2014/15 407       1,393,731  3,424          
Current Year 2015/16 205       652,556      3,183$         

Totals 2,532    837,048      768,686      1,393,731    652,556      

Income
 EECA 499,409      460,464      836,239       347,747      1  1,696$         

Owner contributions 86,052        -              -               -              

Terra Lana subsidy 151,771      223,540      467,381       202,591      2  988              

737,232      684,004      1,303,620    550,338      

Community Funding Applied 99,816        84,683        90,111         102,217      

Average WHH community funding per home 531$           347$          221$           499$          
12% 11% 6% 16%

Community Funding (excluding 'in kind') Proj to 2012 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 Proj Life to date

Wairarapa DHB 340,000      20,000        10,000         20,000        390,000       

Trust House Charitable Trust 360,000      32,000        20,000         30,475        3  442,475       

Eastern & Central Community Trust 100,000      100,000       

Masterton DC 295,000      30,000        30,000         30,000        4  385,000       

Sth Wairarapa DC 108,000      12,000        12,000         12,000        4  144,000       

Carterton DC 52,000        6,000          6,000           5,000          4  69,000         

Genesis Energy 25,000        25,000         

Powerco 20,000        20,000         

WINZ 4,240          4,240           
1,304,240   100,000      78,000         97,475        1,579,715    

Total Income 784,004$    1,381,620$  647,813$    1,579,715$  

Opening carried forward funds  $ ( 2,928) $ 12,389 $ 278

Closing carried forward funds $ ( 2,928) $ 12,389 $ 278 $ ( 4,464) 5  

Notes
 1  2015/16 EECA subsidy rate was 53.29% 
 2  Manufacturer's subsidy ex Terra Lana is part of the 3rd party funding formula accepted by EECA.
 3  Trust House grant of $35,000 is not fully spent at year end, the balance of $4,525 will be carried forward.
 4  Number of homes in each District completed in 2015/16:   MDC = 137,   CDC = 34,   SWDC = 34
 5  The deficit relates to 9 homes in Oct 2015 completed & paid for prior to the Trust House grant being approved.         
In 2015/16 all homes to which WHH contributed a subsidy were zero cost to owner/occupiers.

Note: All figures exclude GST

Certified as an accurate record of Costs and Income of the Wairarapa Health Homes Project
as recorded through the Masterton District Council financial system.

David Paris, Manager Finance
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Submission to South Wairarapa District Plan. 

Claire Bleakley 

605 Western Lake Road, 

Featherston 5773 

South Wairarapa 

06 3089842 

p.bleakley@orcon.net.nz 

 

Kiaora Tatau, 

I would like to be heard.  

 

Wastewater – partially support  

 

I am concerned at the constant deferral of the waste water pipes.  I only support the proposal if deferring 

maintenance of the pipes does not lead to deterioration that is dangerous to the public.   

 

Dog Pound at Featherston – partially support 

 

The dog pound facility needs to be upgraded or built anew on the current site.   Transparency and 

accountability for external visitors should be allowed.   The facility should be made fit for purpose rather 

than relocating to a new facility.  

 

Swimming Pools – support 

The proposal to give free swimming is a great idea, and will help to provide water safety for those who 

would like to learn to swim.   

 

Roading. – partially support.  

Priority should be given to the most urgent needs.  Featherston footpaths are in need of restoration as well 

as new builds.    

 

Fees and Charges - unable to make informed comment  

I am not conversant on how the fee structure is made.  However, on talking to a contractor the SWDC has 

one of the most expensive costs for consents in the country.    

 

Other matters 

 

We are trying to build community and support community groups.  In Featherston there are many 

community groups who enable better working relationship with Community Boards or Council.  I would 

like to see if there is any way for community events, which inform council or CB’s, that a policy of costs 

on building hire is free for such events.  

 

The use of chemicals in playgrounds, Wairarapa Moana is stopped and more environmentally friendly 

methods are found.   SWDC is kept GE Free.  

 

The wastewater proposal finds other options for discharge to land, not irrigation.  

 

Pensioner housing is kept as a core business for the SWDC. 

 

Claire Bleakley 
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